
often show signs of being quite dead when really only
apparently so. The room is, by means of an electric
apparatus, in communication with the director's office.
The body being laid on a bed. both hands are put into
a sort of copper muff; between the hands is put an in-
strument so sensitive that, should there be the slight-
est movement of the hands or any other part of the
body, this instrument would instantly close the electric
circuit, and the bell in the director's office would be
set ringing ; at the same moment another instrument
registers the number corresponding to the bed upon
which the body is lvino-. The chamber is warmed bv
steam so as to facilitate resuscitation. The laboratory
is provided with a gasometer for the storage of oxygen,
which is taken to the wards for administration in gas
bags. On the ground floor are four wards for doubt-
ful cases ; should they get worse they are sent up in
the lift to the cholera wards above, their clothes and
bed-linen being immediately burned. Another room
is set apart for women in childbirth, and there are two
more for undressing patients, so that the infected
clothes may be destroyed, the Pope furnishing new

clothing for all recovered cases. The cubic space
allowed for each bed is thirty-six cubic metres. The
ventilation is carried on by means of funnels with gas
jets below. The chapel is in communication with the
sacristy of St. Peter's, so as to form an easy access for
the Pope should he wish to visit the hospital ; but be-
fore returning into the sacristy his Holiness and suite
would have to go into a room near it for disinfection.
In the event of there being more cases than the hospi-
tal can hold, provision has been made for building
large sheds in the garden. This hospital was begun
in October, 1884, and finished in April, 1885. When
the cholera was raging with such violence in Naples,
Leo XIII determined upon making preparations
should the scourge visit Rome. It has never been
necessary to use it, but it is always ready in the event
of an outbreak, and should prove of much use in ex-

tirpating it.

A BALI) AND TOOTHLESS FUTURE.
Under the above somewhat startling caption a

writer in the Popular Science Monthly gives some in-
teresting facts gleaned by him while in the exercise of
his duties as a reporter in some assemblies of Boston
and other American cities. He says, under the sub-
ject of baldness, that in most of the Eastern cities,
fully thirty per cent, of the men over thirty years of
age show unmistakable signs of baldness, while nearly
twenty per cent, have spots on their heads that are
not only bald, but actually polished with the gloss
that is supposed to belong to extreme old age alone.
" I have been in the majority of the churches and
theatres," he continues, " in all the large Eastern
cities, as well as in Chicago, St. Louis, and other
places of the West, and have verified my assertion by
actual count. From my observation I find that bald-
headed men are most plentiful in New York and Bos-
ton. After these come Philadelphia, Washington,
and the Western towns. I say ' men,' for two rea-
sons : (1) Because women usually wear their hats or
bonnets on such occasions, thus covering their crowns.

(2) In case their hats are removed, the hair is combed
up so as to cover any possible bald spot, or else there
is an artificial "switch " to hide the defects of nature.

So. without indulging in any speculations regarding
what may be, I will confine myself to what is to be
seen.

" Here are a few observations taken in Boston.
Trinity Church : 243 men ; 71 actually bald, 46 indi-
cations of baldness. King's Chapel : 8fi men ; 38
actually bald, 14 indications of baldness. Hollis
Street Theatre, orchestra at performance of the " Mi-
kado": 63 men; 27 actually bald. 10 indications.
Boston Theatre

—

Judie: 126 men: 51 actually bald.
43 indications.

"These observations were taken from the more cul-
tivated classes of society, and do not give a fair repre-
sentation of the Boston head, as repeated calls at the
dime museums and cheaper variety performances dem-
onstrated. For instance, of the 30 men seen in the
seats of the World's Museum in Washington Street,
but 8 were bald, while only 5 others had thin hair,
showing that baldness was simply a question of a very
few years. Again, of 40 men at Austin and Stone's
Museum, 22 had their heads well covered ; and at the
Windsor Theatre (variety) I found less than twenty-
five per cent, who bad thin hair.

"On the other hand, At shows and entertainments of
more refinement, the bald-headed element was consid-
erably larger. Of two nights when Patti sang at the
Boston Theatre there were forty-six per cent, of bald
heads on one occasion and forty-two on the other.
When De Lussan appeared in " Fra Diavolo " 1 dis-
covered thirty-eight per cent, of baldness, and at one
of Matthew Arnold's lectures there were forty-six per
cent. In fact, out of hundreds of observations, extend-
ing over several years, I have found that the higher
the price of admission, and presumably the more refin-
ing nature of the performance, the larger the per cent,
of bald heads. One night I counted the occupants of
a few settees in my immediate vicinity at an exhibi-
tion which John L. Sullivan gave at the Mechanic's
Fair Building, and was surprised to find that less than
twelve per cent, of the men were bald. As this was a

show where the spectators had the privilege of retain-
ing or discarding their hats at pleasure, I think it was
not a fair test."

- -

Correspondence.

TO ABORT A FELON.
Roxbury, Oct. 23, 1886.

Mr. Editor.— Some one asked how to abort a felon. I
will tell him how I have aborted a great many, though of
course this cannot be done except in the earliest stage.
Tie a rag loosely around the finger and keep it constantly
wet with cold water. It cures often; but probably some
more fantastic appliance will better please most patients,
and give them a higher opinion of the surgeon's skill.

Yours respectfully Edward T. Williams, M.D.

BOYLSTON PRIZE ESSAY.
Boston, Oct. 19, 1886.

Mr. Editor.— Would you kindly inform me through
your columns if the subject for the next Boylston Essay
has been announced yet. and if so, what the subject is, and
greatly oblige A Reader.

[ " A reader " is referred to page 9 of advertisements
in the issue of this Journal for Oct. 21st, the current year.
-Ed.]
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